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Octeober 21, 1966 A

Nalfenal Endowment for the Arts
Natlonal Councll on the Ars

Dear Sir:
The enclosed material details National Endowment for the
ns in your State

[ =3
p=]
== Arts grants to individuals and organizatio
2= and assistance to the State arts agency. It also reviews
£ the scope of initial programs of the National Endowment for
o the Arts.
= Flease feel free to call upon our staff for materials ox
.. assistance at any time.
= g
Sincerely yours,
Rﬁ?f:/t‘:tevens
Chairman
ASSIST, © TO STATE ARTS AGENCY

The New Mexico Arts Commission will receive before the end of fiscal 1967

& $22, 840 non-matching study grant and a $12,053 matching program grant to
survey the State's cultural resources and develop programs, facilities and
Among the projects which the Commission

services at the community level.
plans to implement with these funds are programs to:
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MeTlugh, Maurice Eby and Frenk Waters with Mis, Ivy Kosen and Mre. lare
n the new commission office in Santa Fe. MeEugh holds a

pen thet was piv Senator Anderson upen tne signing of the Arts
and 1lemanitles Act in Washinglon. L

19



PRESS ABOUT THE
NEW MEXICO ARTS COMMISSON

: Arts Commission Presented
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FoLk ArRTs ExPansiON—NEA NaTionaL HERITAGE FELLOWSHIPS

The Folk Arts Program had come under the directorship of Bess Lomax Hawes, a
distinetive individual in the NEA's chronicles and in the wider context of American
cultural history. The Arts Endowment's program of National Heritage Fellowships
originated with Hawes's tenure as director of the Folk Arts Program, beginning in
1976 and continuing beyend her retirement in 1992, Based on the Japanese custom
of designating expert craftsmen and artisans as National Treasures, the NEA Nation-
al Heritage Fellows receive a one-time award recognizing individual antistic excel-
lence and their efforts to conserve America’s many cultures for future generations,
The Arts Endowment had long been a strong supporter of folk and traditional ans.
According to Burt Feintuch. editor of The Conservation of Culture: Folklorists and the
Public Sector, the agency’s Folk Arts Program “legitimized the traditional arts in the
eyes—and ]Jud;nt:l:,—ufd.gt ncies around the nation, democratizing and pluralizing
the concept of the arts. NEA seed money rooted most of the state programs, result-
ing in a natienal network of public sector folklorists whe, in turn, began te till the
soil of their own states.” One NEA folk arts panelist, Barre Toelken, recalls an inci-
dent after dinner in a New Mexico village after the agency funded a centuries-old
play, Loz Meros p los Cristianos, When the panelisis finished their dinner at a local
restaurant, “an elderly man stepped forward and said, "We only want to thank you for
helping us to keep our culture, I've lived here sinee before the income tax came to be,

and this is the first time any of our money ever came back to help us.””
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